
SCL Parish Council Meeting Minutes – July 16, 2026 
Attended by: Fr. Dominic, Maggie Murphy, Vanessa Lewis, Gabby Vitale, Jason Gray, Chris 
Vaughan, Kari Bass, Mary Lee Burlemann, Sue Spaeth, Steve Twele 

Excused: Lori Flauter, Maria Mattingly, Erin Hooper, Laura Wehnes, Fr. Ajay 

 

Opening Prayer- Maggie Murphy led the opening prayer, asking for wisdom, guidance, and unity 
in discussions. 

New Member Introduction- Vanessa Lewis introduced herself and gave some background on her 
time at St. Catherine Laboure. The other members of the Council also gave brief introductions. 

General- Maggie discussed updating the member roster and invited all members to submit 
suggestions for future meeting topics. 

She then started a discussion on enhancing the Council’s visibility in St. Catherine’s community.  
This may lend itself to greater communication amongst the ministries.  Chris suggested inviting 
representatives from each parish organization to our meetings to learn more about them and 
what they do.  Hopefully the Council would find ways to better support or partner with them.  
The parish is truly blessed to have so many talented individuals within it! 

Team Building– Maggie introduced an activity involving color-coded questions and candy. 
Everyone answered two questions about themselves, inviting some time for personal reflection. 

Discussion on Big Rock Initiatives- 

Mary Lee presented on Big Rock #4 (Adult Faith Formation Partnership and the Faith Forward 
Initiative). The initiative aims to elevate faith in parishioners' lives, bring individuals back to mass, 
encourage young adults to stay connected, and develop men's faith. Some activities discussed 
included a Parish Service Day, which was very successful, upcoming Game Night for adults, and 
an event geared towards the men of the parish. 

Jason and others discussed the importance of supporting these initiatives and the potential for 
further involvement by members of the Council. Maggie and other members discussed the 
importance of hospitality and community building within the parish. Ideas for supporting groups 
and organizing events after mass were proposed with a focus on inclusivity and consistency. The 
potential for Parish Council to sponsor events and lift up various parish initiatives was considered. 
The need for ongoing discussions and collaboration to refine and implement these initiatives was 
emphasized. 

Kari provided an update on Big Rock #1 and neighborhood evangelization. Jason commented that 
the process does not need to be formal and others recommended that we reach out to the 



families that have expressed interest in hosting an event. The discussion was brief so Maggie 
plans to revisit the topics with the Council at future meetings.   

Maggie proposed Big Rock 2.0, “Bridging the Gap”, to utilize the time between the 9:00 a.m. and 
11:00 a.m. Sunday masses for fellowship among parishioners. This will be discussed in greater 
detail at August’s meeting. 

 

Open Forum and Announcements- 

Maggie opened the floor for general announcements and initiatives. 

Mary Lee promoted the upcoming game night and blood drive and encouraged members to 
participate. Father Dominic commented on the importance of donating blood. 

Sue Spaeth shared information about the Queen of Hearts raffle and the upcoming live drawing 
event. Sue also confirmed that the process is moving forward on engaging a consulting service 
related to fundraising and communication. This will be a topic for the August meeting. 

Maggie discussed the mission statement of the Parish, emphasizing community service and giving 
back. She proposed organizing a volunteer event in September, inviting group members to 
participate. 

Before the next meeting Maggie and Steve will work on updating the list of all parish groups. 

Copies of the June meeting minutes related to Big Rock #1 will be circulated to all prior to the 
August meeting. 

Closing Prayer – Steve led the closing prayer focused on wisdom. 

 

 

Next Meeting– August 20th 

August Closing Prayer – Lori Flauter 
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